October 28-29, 2007

UPM–Blandin Paper Mill Tour
Cheryl Adams introduced the concepts of managing forest land by using ECS as a basis.  The Wilson Lake area provided the opportunity to see 1) an alternative management style to clearcutting for white, red, and jack pine; white spruce; and balsam fir by mimicking surface fires through selective harvesting and creating the opportunity for exceptional natural regeneration 2) how it's possible to manage multiple species if tree species are matched to the right plant community, a 7 year old stand of planted white spruce ( 5-7 feet tall) and white pine with aspen, paper birch and red maple which had the conifer released at age 4 and 3) an example of 10 year old white spruce that had been planted on the correct site but had been planted at the wrong time so it was only 2-3 feet tall.

The Barret area showed 1) a 45 year old aspen stand underplanted with white spruce and white pine mimicking how the plant community naturally changes overtime and 2) how, when a species occurs naturally on a site, conditions can be created to mimic nature to promote natural regeneration: a 47 year old white spruce plantation that had been commercially thinned in 1994 and 2006 has extensive natural regeneration of white spruce.

Aitkin County Land Tour
Mark Jacobs and Beth Jacqmain lead a tour through two forest sites. The Raviell Road site featured northern mesic hardwoods with three stops: a walk through 1) oak regeneration in northern stand, 2) red oak, basswood, and paper birch hand-released in 2003 and 3) red oak, basswood, and paper birch, hand-released in 1992. A key learning outcome was to demonstrate the benefits, in terms of forest quality, of using ECS-based life cycle management forestry practices. 

The Hedbom Road site features northern and rich northern mesic hardwoods. Two stops were included: 1) northern mesic hardwoods, which experienced removal in 1990 and 2) rich northern mesic hardwood forests in which removal occurred in 1990 and 2004.  The lesson learned was to manage the forest through regeneration, ECS, quality and economics.

